Further evidence for the existence of opiate binding sites on neurosecretory LHRH mediobasal hypothalamic terminals.
Opiate binding sites as well as LHRH and SRIF content were evaluated in mediobasal hypothalamus (MBH) from normal male rats and animals subjected to anterolateral deafferentation of the hypothalamus. A 87 and 44% depletion of LHRH and SRIF content respectively and a 50% decrease in the number of specific opiate binding sites was observed in the deafferented MBH. Dopa-decarboxylase activity remained unchanged. These data indicate that presynaptic opiate binding sites are present on LHRH and SRIF mediobasal hypothalamic nerve endings.